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New Mexico Junior College
Promoting Success through Learning

MISSION

New Mexico Junior College, as a comprehensive community
college, promotes success through learning.

VISION

New Mexico Junior College’s mission will be achieved by building
a culture that values and promotes excellence, effectiveness,
responsiveness, aceess and community involvement.

New Mexico Junior College is aceredited by the Higher Learning Commission
of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.



Fifty-Third Commencement

WELCOME

Family, friends, and community members, welcome to New Mexico Junior College’s
2021 Commencement Ceremony. Tonight, we gather to commemorate and validate our
graduating class. These students have faithfully completed all requirements for degrees,
certificates, and diplomas. We celebrate their achievements and recognize those who
supported our students as they pursued their educational goals.

NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE

Built in 1963, New Mexico Junior College (NM]JC) became the first junior college in
our state. Today, NMJC'’s campus occupies 243 acres, with a student population of
approximately 3,000 and over 250 full-time employees.

During its history, our college has grown and matured in the programs and degrees it
offers, as well as in the campus community, athletics, and clubs. Our distinctive degrees
include Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, and Associate of Applied Science, as well as
certificates in business and industry vocations. We house eight student organizations, and
our renowned athletics teams have earned several national titles.

During its outstanding history, its current development, and its future goals,
NM]JC is proud to serve Lea County and the surrounding area with educational excellence
and success through learning.

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Processional

Presentation of Colors
Hobbs Police Department Honor Guard
Hobbs Fire Department Honor Guard

National Anthem

Welcome & Introduction of the Official Party

Steve Sauceda, Master of Ceremonies

Conferral of Academic Degrees
Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President
Dr. Larry Sanderson, Vice President for Instruction

Presentation of Diplomas and Certificates
Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President
Dr. Larry Sanderson, Vice President for Instruction

Closing Remarks
Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President
Steve Sauceda, Master of Ceremonies

Recessional



NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ms. Pat Chappelle, Chair Mr. Manny Gomez
Mr. Travis Glenn, Secretary Ms. Evelyn Rising
Mr. Hector Baeza Mrs. Erica Jones

NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President

Dr. Larry Sanderson, Vice President for Instruction

Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Vice President for Student Services

Mr. Josh Morgan, Vice President for Finance

Mt. Jeff McCool, Vice President for Training and Outreach

Dr. Scotty Holloman, General Counsel / Executive Director of Administrative Services

NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE DEANS

Dr. Stephanie Ferguson, Dean of Applied Sciences & Learning Technology
Mrs. Dianne Marquez, Dean of Arts, Sciences é‘meing Support
Mrs. Sarah Patterson, Dean of Students

NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE

FOUNDATION BOARD

Kristin Abel Guy Kesner

Pat Chappelle Tina Kunko
Aaron Forrister Leticia Ojeda-Ruiz
Megan Gallegos TJ. Parks

John Graham Michael Raburn
Joshua Grassham Allyson Roberts
Robert Guthrie Dr. Kelvin Sharp
Josh Morgan Scott Smith

Dr. Lisa Hardison Kali Taylor
Terry Holloman David Whitten

Rosi Insilan

ACADEMIC REGALIA

The tradition of academic regalia goes back to the 12th century, originating in
Europe where the first universities were founded.

By the 1800s, many U.S. colleges had adopted their own regalia colors and shapes
representing different schools of thought. During that decade, it became tradition for
colleges to dress their students, faculty, and trustees in robes as part of baccalaureate
and commencement ceremonies.

In 1894, a number of U.S. colleges convened and drafted a codified style and color guide for
academic robes and hoods. That standard, revised in the 1900s, is still respected by many
colleges and universities today. Tonight, NM]JC proudly honors that centuries-old tradition,
as students take part in this rite-of-passage.

CAPS & TAMS

The square, tasseled mortar-board cap is worn by Associate, Bachelor’s, and Master’s degree
holders. The velvet tams distinguish Doctoral degree earners.



GOWNS

All candidates in tonight’s ceremony will wear the bachelor’s gown and cap, since they will
either receive an Associate degree or a certificate.

All Bachelor’s degree recipients, and those who receive Associate degrees, wear untrimmed,
simple-sleeved gowns. Master’s degrees are distinguished by untrimmed gowns and long,
oblong sleeves that are closed at the ends. A Doctoral gown is faced down the front with
black velvet and three bars of velvet across the sleeves. These facings and crossbars are
often in the color distinctive to the discipline of the wearer.

HOODS

While no students tonight wear hoods for the degrees conferred upon them,
many of our faculty do.

These hoods, like the different robes, serve to give distinction to the level of education
earned by the wearer. The Master’s hood is three and one-half feet long, coordinated in the
color of each discipline. The Doctoral hood is four feet long and rounded at the bottom.
The inside of the hood in lined with the color of the college or university he/she attended,
and the holder of the hood carries the color of the field of learning.

Arts, Letters, Humanities - White Commerce, Accountancy, Business - Drab
Economics - Copper Education - Light Blue

Law - Purple Library Science - Lemon

Medicine - Green Music - Pink

Nursing - Apricot Philosophy - Dark Blue

Physical Education - Sage Green Science - Golden Yellow

CORDS & STOLES

Honor Graduates

Students with a final GPA of at least 3.5 receive golden chords with yellow tassels.
During the ceremony, NMJC’s president, Dr. Sharp, places the honor cords around
the neck of the honor graduates.

Phi Theta Kappa (PTK)

PTK is the International Honor Society for two-year colleges. The organization
recognizes and encourages scholarship among community college students.
Active members wear gold stoles as part of their regalia.

Mu Alpha Theta (MAT)

MAT, the National Mathematics Honor Society, is dedicated to inspiring
keen interest in mathematics and developing strong scholarship in the subject.
Active members wear honor cords of blue and gold as part of their regalia.

Military and Veteran Graduates

NM]JC also recognizes student veterans and military students with the

Military and Veteran Honor Cords. These red, white, and blue chords are worn
with regalia during graduation.

+ Indicates Honor Graduate
+ Indicates Phi Theta Kappa
= Indicates Mu Alpha Theta
o Indicates Student Support Services



CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

Jacob W. Agerschou ¢
Brittney Leache Anderson e
Brisa Llarely Balderrama =
Bradley Thomas Barker ¢
Kamden Thomas Bowman
Eliana Cabral ¢

Sarah Ladalynn Camp
Shalma Irais Cardona Angel
Madeline Kathleen Carson ¢
Mallory Clare Carver
Cheyenne Summer Chavarria
Garrett S. Chavarria

Raul Corrales ¢

Addison Jaden Cruce #¢
Antonio Nathaniel Cruz
Jared Edrei Cruz

Alicia Michelle Davis ®
Jalaysha M. Dean

Baptiste Depril Dupre
Monique Marie Dossey
Madison Elizabeth Kay Eubank
Jennifer Dallana Felix

Bruce Edward Ferguson ¢
Chelsea Rhea Fulfer

Betty Gonzalez @

Diamante Bryan Gumbs
Djimon Lynere Gumbs
Yaizeth Krysthal Gurrola-Mares oo
Rebeca Jo Handy

Regan Ann Harrell o

Abel Hernandez

Perla Denise Hernandez
Peyton Lee Hooper

Tianna Shaylynne Johnson
Lesly Idaly Juarez

Jennifer Ann Kerby
Kelliesha Jayonta King
Jaime Ariel Lopez oo
Michelle Marshall
Desiree Martinez ¢
Zulema G. Mata

Kayla Ivette Menchaca
Brittney Nichole Millsap
Angela Gabrielle Moreno
Jalen Nigel Purcell
Adrian Joe Ramirez
Katelyn Maureen Ramos
Esai Jesus Rivera Ramos ¢
Makayla Ann Roberts
Connor Jackson Robertson ee
Alex Rojas

Elizabeth Toni Sanchez ¢
Lizeth Sanchez

Ace Danielle Sawadogo
Chloe Morgan Silva
Jaycee Dawn Smedley
Jonathan James Snider

Si Amare Teel oo

Kristine Teivane

Reghan McKenzie Telfer
Topaz Michelle Torres
Kacie Tramell «

Aalysia Rai’ Trevino
Seveth Aileen Vasquez #
Brayden C. Wease ¢
Jaelee Wier ¢

Christopher Ray Wilson #e
Katelyn LeAnn Wilson e
Gabriela A. Zavala ¢



CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Genisis Aguilar Martinez
Brittanny Shanel Yvonne Aguirre
Victor Oshoke Akhalu ¢
Jaqueline Anchondo #e
Lizbeth Arreola ¢

Flomena Chetum Asekol ¢
Iris Ruby Avila

Brisa Llarely Balderrama =
Bradley Thomas Barker ¢
Moisha Tamika Barnes
Ruth Victoria Barraza
Cecilia Ramos Bejarano ¢
Brianna Aranda Benavides
Juddy Chebet Birir
Kaytlen Bishop ¢
Mathilda Bjorklund ee=
Kamden Thomas Bowman
Aaron Kees Brewster
Mackenzee Lynn Byers
Ismael Calvillo

Sarah Ladalynn Camp
Shalma Irais Cardona Angel
Daniela Castillo

Natalie Yahaira Castruita
Jacqueline Chapa ¢

Devis Kibiwot Cheruyiot
Ryan Nicholas Corral
Raul Corrales «

Tyler Crow

Addison Jaden Cruce #¢
Kaitlyn Nicole Davis
Alexandra Delafuente
Garrett Wayne Dillard
Shelly Judith Driskill se
Jadon Richard Elliott
Kelcie Carol Ericksen

Cori Michelle Esqueda een
Cayleigh Estrada

Jennifer Dallana Felix
Caliana June Fenceroy ¢
Ashley Marie Flores

Atticus Flowers «

Joshua Franklin

Arissa Frazier oo

Lloyd Isaiah Frilot

Cassandra Alexis Galvan
Destiny Denae Garcia

Isaiah Matthew Garcia
Lindsey Faith Garcia

Abigail Gonzalez

Rebecca Yamileth Gonzalez ¢
Yaizeth Krysthal Gurrola-Mares oo
Jonathan Michael Gutierrez ©
Regan Ann Harrell o

Kaitlin Elizabeth Harrison
Michaela Alexis Hart
Delaney Isabel Hernandez =
Giovanni Albert Hernandez
Margarita Hernandez se
Perla Denise Hernandez
Cienna Marina Herrera oo
Peyton Lee Hooper

Kyleigh Nicole Hutchins ¢
Jaidyn Jacquez

Blake Lee James

Emanuel Justin Jimenez

Reyna Berenice Jurado Rodriguez ¢em

Trevor Christopher Keene
Victor Kibet ¢

Doris Kitony

Gladys Jelimo Koech #
Alyssa Tyree Lane oon
Chelsea Langston

Oscar Adrian Laris ¢
Nancy Loewen oo

Jaime Ariel Lopez oo
Khristee Love

Kennedy Marie Lynch
Jasmine Nichole Madrid
Kyler Bryce Marchington
Faith Adara Martin ee
Katia Danielle Martinez
Zulema G. Mata

Hailey Christine McCall »



CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Kendra Nicole McRuffin ¢
Victoria Marie Medina
Joanna Menchaca

Kayla Ivette Menchaca
Jazmin Mendoza

Abigael Jerobon Murgor ¢
Yusaleth Olvedo @

Kenley Alexis Ortega

Eli Gabriel Ortiz

Cynthia Anahi Palacios ee
Cori Ana Parkman

Erick Patino ¢

Anabel Grace Perez

Sindia Perez

Luis Carlos Ponce Ituarte on
David Porras eu

Adrian Joe Ramirez
Aundrea Rhianne Rendon
Michelle Osiris Rivera
Makayla Ann Roberts
Connor Jackson Robertson ee
Deandra Lyzette Rodriguez
Dayna Danae Romero
Tracey Dawn Salcido +=
Elizabeth Toni Sanchez ¢
Gabrielle Ali Sanchez
Lizeth Sanchez

Melissa Schroeder oo

Sierra Madison Seed

Alireza Shafiei

Chloe Morgan Silva
Alexys Skinner

Jaycee Dawn Smedley
Paola Lizbeth Soto

Valeria Lizeth Soto #
Christian Soto Rubio @
Ayla Stanisclaus ¢

Hadlea Taylor Stine ¢
Brooke Tennille Taylor ¢
Taren Teague

Si Amare Teel oo

Topaz Michelle Torres
Emily Kathryn Townsend
Kacie Tramell «

Aalysia Rai’ Trevino

Elaina Rae Trevino ¢
Valeria Elizabeth Trevino
Seveth Aileen Vasquez ¢
Brianna Monique Vela ¢
Antonio Miguel Villa
Katelynn Marie Villanueva
Carmen Victoria Villanueva Perez ¢
Alexus Faith Whitman een
Jaelee Wier ¢

Letticia A. Wilkins ¢
Dionte Nakie-Phil Yazzie
Mary Daniela Zamora
Gabriela A. Zavala ¢



CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE

Jorje Alvarez +

Yesennia J. Anchondo ee
Brionna Luz Astorga
Christa Renee Balderaz ¢e

Ariana D’ann Berdoza

William Ronald Blackwell III «

David Wayne Burris #e

Alexandur Christopher Burrola-Perez

Tyler Cameron

Kevin Campos ¢

Cesar Carrillo »

Hilda Anais Carrillo ¢
Brandy Lynn Crider
Noemi Cueto ¢

Emilio Andre De La Cruz ¢
Zachary Austin Dixon
Armando Farias e

Bruce Edward Ferguson ¢
Raechale D. Gafford
Kassandra Garcia

Leah Eliesha Gatewood ¢
Emilio Hector Guerrero +
Emily Lynn Gutierrez
Evelyn Nicole Hernandez o
Aaron Joshua Herrera
Tianna Noelle Hunter
Sholly Jeruto ¢

Addyson Jeter ¢

Ryan Keith Jimenez ¢

Daysha Lashay Johnson ¢

Ernesto Lara «

Anna Nicole Leake ¢
Jennifer Lopez

Kristy Lozano

Amy Kay Maitlen
Guadalupe Marquez Duarte
Hailey Christine McCall ¢
Justin Corey McFarlin #
Loren Belknap Mendez ¢
Rozario Michelle Monarrez
Angela Gabrielle Moreno
Steven Osorio

Chelsea Natividad Poe
Avdiel Dante Ramos #
Saul Rascon o

Kerry Rice ¢

Araly Jazmin Rosales

Paola Salcido =

Remedios Angel Serna +
Isaac Sonnenberg ¢
Destiny Taylor Rae Stevens
Yesenia Armendariz Tarin @

Andrew Eli Timmons

Alyssa Marie Tobias-Fishinghawk

Leonardo Fabian Venegas
Ariana Y. Villarreal
Brandon Taylor Watkins
Nathan A. Weeks ¢
Hillary Lynn Willard e



CERTIFICATE

Jose Alfredo Acosta ¢
Melanie Albarran

Shelda Juanell Anthony ¢
Hugo Armendariz Jr.
Brionna Luz Astorga
Bruce Edward Ferguson ¢
Ivonne Angelica Flores
Joanna Hernandez

Lynzie Nicole Hyman

Alfredo Jaras-Acosta
Caeden David Jett

Judith Juarez ¢

Nikole Madrid Martinez
Hailey Christine McCall »
Azalea Michel Navarrete ¢
Karol Paiz ¢

Ahmaad Rashod White ¢

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY

Hope Collins

Yvette Juanita Diaz
Brittany Nicole Duggin
Michael J. Flores

Tehya Gonsalves-Kamalii

Estela Donna Hammond

Haley Rae Lemley

Stella Lori Luna

Imelda Rivera

Rainie Skye Shaw
Maurissa Nevaeh Weathers



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

New Mexico Junior College recognizes the following organizations for their
cooperation in making this year’s commencement ceremony a success:

New Mexico Junior College Board of Directors
New Mexico Junior College Foundation
Hobbs Police Department Honor Guard

Hobbs Fire Department Honor Guard



New Mexico Junior College does not digeriminate in its educational and employment
policies and procedures with regard to race, colon: religion, sex, sexual orientation,
national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status,








