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Am I eligible for New Mexico Residency 
for In-State Tuition? 

In accordance with the rules and regulations set forth by the State of New Mexico Higher Education 
Department, the following documentation is required to support a petition to establish residency for tuition 
purposes. 
 

1. FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE 
A student cannot be approved for residency who is financially dependent upon their parents or legal 
guardians who are non-residents of New Mexico.  A minor's residence is presumed to be the same as 
his/her parents' or legal guardian's. 

☐ 
Financially dependent: Provide a copy of the parents’ or guardians’ previous year federal income 
tax return(s) showing the petitioner was claimed as a dependent. 

☐ Financially independent: Proceed to next step 
 

2. NM RESIDENCY 
A student must physically reside in New Mexico for 12 consecutive months immediately preceding the 
term for which classification is requested. 
Note: A student must be at least 19 years old to establish residency apart from parents or guardians. 
Proof of physical residency in the state of New Mexico for 12 consecutive months: 

• Lease of or Rental agreement 
• Proof or residential property in NM 
• Utility bill in NM 
• Proof of physical attendance of a NM educational institution 

 
3. OVER ACTS 

Documentation of at least one of the following overt acts to support intent to establish permanent 
residency in New Mexico: 

• NM driver’s license or ID card issued prior to the first day of the term 
• Proof of payment of NM state income tax for the previous year 
• Evidence of employment in NM 
• NM vehicle registration issued prior to the first day of the term 
• NM voter registration issued prior to the first day of the term 
• Other evidence which would reasonably support the individual's intent to establish and maintain 

NM residency (as determined by NMJC Registrar) 
 

4. WRITTEN DECLARATION OF INTENT 
Fill out the following Petition for In-State Residency Form, as a declaration of intent. Form and all 
supporting documentation can be delivered to the Registrar’s Office located in Ben Alexander, fax to 575-
492-2559, or e-mail to asknmjc.edu. 

 
 

Incomplete records will not be processed. 
Any act considered inconsistent with being a resident of New Mexico will cause the petition for 

residency for in-state tuition purposes to be denied. 
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